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14th March, 1800,

Read the ﬁﬁ and fecond time, and ordered to be committed to a Commitéee of
the whole Houfe on Monday neat.

q Bl

To amend the aét intituled “An a& providing for

the fale of the lands of the United States, in the
Territory North-Weft of the Ohio, and above

the mouth of Kentucky river.

1 Skc. 1. BE it enalled Zy the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives of
@ the United States of Americay in Congrefs Affembled, That all the
3 lands which by the a&t intituled “ An aft providing for the fale of the
4 lands of the United States in the Territory North-Weft of the Obhio,
5 and above the mouth of Kentucky river” were direed to be. fold at
6 public fale, (hall, before the lame fhall be offered for fale, be fub-divid-
7 ed under the direftion of the furveyor general into half feftions, con-
8 taining as nearly as may be, three bundred and twenty acres each,
g bounded as nearlyasmay be, by lines running due north and fouth,
10 and due eaft and weft, and extending as nearly as may be, one mile from
11 ealt to weft, and one half mile from north to fouth. It thall be the du-
12 ty of the deputy furveyors, who fhall thus fub-divide and furvey the faid
13 lands, inaddition to the notes which, by the abovementioned at, they

14 are direfled to make, and to return to the furveyor general conceming
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15 tﬁe féi(i lands; to return alfé the true quantity of iand contained in each
16 of the faid half feCtions, and the true length and courfe of each of the
17 lines bounding the fame. The Preﬁdént of the United States fhall fix
18 the compenfation of the deputy furveyor, chain-carriers, and axe-men;
19 provided that the whole expenfe of furveying and marking the lines
20 fhall not exceed three dollars per mile, for every mile, that fhall be
21 a&ljally run or furveyed. It thall be the duty of the furveyor general,
22 to caufe a defcription and fair plat to be made of the lands, thus furvey-
23 ‘ed, and to tranfmit copies of thefame, to the Secretary of the Trea-
84 fury,and to the feveral officers under whole diretion the landis to be
25 fold by the provifions of this aft. And all the lands hereafter fold,
26 citherat public or private fale, fhall be {old in half fe&ions, and for the
27 quantity which each fhall relpeétively appear to contain in the plat thus
28 wmadeby the furveyor general. 7
3 Sec. 2. Andbeit further enaéted, That all tixe half fetions aforefaid
3 (excluding the fetions by the abovementioned a& referved) fhall be of-
3 fered for fale at public vendue, under the dire&ion of fuch fuperinten-
4 dantor fuperintendants as may be appointed for that purpofe by the
5 Prefident of the United States, at the following places and times, that
6 ist0fay: all thofe which lie in the feven firft ranges of townfhips and
N ] porth of the fame, and of the lands appropriated for military bounties,
8 thall be offered for fale at Pittfburg, on the third Monday of November
9 cighteen hundred and one; all the lands contained in the nine next
10 ranges of townthips, fhall be offered for fale at Marietta, on the third
11 Monday of October eighteen hundred and one ; all thelands lying weft
12 of the fixteen firft ranges of townthips and eaft of the river Scioto, fhall

13 be offered for fale at Chilocothe on the firft Monday of May eighteen
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14 hundred and one; and all the lands lying below the Little Miami river,

15 fhall be offered for fale at Cincinnati on the firft Monday of April,

16 eighteen hundred and one; the fales to remain open in each place for
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three weeksand nolonger : Provided always, that none of the landsfhall
be fuld for lefs than twodollars peracre; and that, after the public fales
fhall have been clofed, all thelands that fhall have been offered for fale,
and remain unfold, may be difpofed of at private fale, at the rate of
two dollars per acre, in the manner hereinafter dire€ted.

Sec. 3. And be it further enailed, That for the fale of fuch lands
as, after having been offered for fale at public vendue as aforefaid, fhall
rewnain unfold, four land offices fhall be opened in the North Weftern
Territory, that is to fay: one at Steubenville for the fale of the lands
remaining unfold within the eight northernmoft ranges of the feven firft
ranges of townthips ard within the traét lying north of ihe faid feven firft
ranges of the lands appropriated for military bounties; another at Ma-
rietta, for the fale of thelands remaining unfold within that part of the
{even firft ranges which lies fouth of the eight northernmoft ranges of
the fame, and for the fale alfo, of thelands remaining unfold of thofe
which fhall have been offered for fale at public vendue at Marietta; and
the others at Chilocothe and Cincinnati for the fale refpedlively of -the
Jands remaining unfold of thofe which fhall have been offered for fale at
public vendue at the faid places refpeftively, each of which offices,
fhall be opened two months after the days on which the public fales fhall
have been clofed refpctively. Each of the faid offices fhall be under
the direfion of an officer to be called ¢ Regifter of the land office”
who fhall be appointed by the Prefident of the United States, with con-

fent of the Senate, who fhall give bond with fufficient fecurity in the
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ooy,

20 fumof for the faithful difcharge of the duties of his
24 office, and who fhall refide at the place where the land office is direfted
2¢ tobekept. And it fhall be the duty of the fuperintendants of public
a3 falos to tranfmit within fixty days after the public. {ales fhall have been
24 clofed, thedefcription and plat of the lands, together with anaccurate
25 account of the half fe€tions, which fhall have been fold, by them, to
26 the regifter of the land office, where the lands remaining unfold, are to
37 be difpofed of at private fale : Provided always, that nothing in this at
28 contained fhall prevent the fame perfon being appointed fuperintendant
29 of the public fales and regilter of the land ofhce.

1 Sgc. 4. And be it further enaed, That the payments for lands that
2 may be fold by virtue of this a&, either at public or private fale, may
3 be made in evidences of the public debt of the United States, at the
4 rates preferibed by the act entitled © An a& to authosize the receipt of
5 evidences of the public debt, in payment for the lands of the United
6 States,” and fhall be made in the following manner, and under the fol-
7 lowing conditions, viz.

8 I. Atthe time of purchale, every purchafer fhall, exclufively of the
9 fees hereaficr mentioned, pay three dollars for every half feion he may
10 have puschafed, for furveying expences, and depofit one twenticth
14 part of the amount of purchafe meney, to be forfeited, if, within thir-
19 tydays, in cafe of public fale, and within three months, in cafe of pri-
13 vate fale, one fourth part of the puschale money, including the faid
14 twentieth part, is not paid.

15 1I. Oge fourth part of the purchafe money fhall he paid within thirty
16 days, in cafe of public fale, and within three months, in cale of private

17 fale, after the day of fale as aforefaid ; another fourth part fhall be
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paid within two years ; anothér fourth part within three years; and an-
other fourth part within four years, after the day of fale. 7

III. No intereft thall be charged in cafe of pun&ual payment; but
intereft, at the rate of fix per cent. a year, fhall be charged from the
date of the purchale, onany partof the purchale money, whicl; fhall
not have been paid at the times refpelively when the fame fhall have
become due.

IV. A difcount, at the rate of eight per cent. a year, fhall be al}mvéd
on any of the three laft payments, which fhall be paid before the fame
fhall become due. A

V. If the firft payment of one fourth part of the purchafe money
fhall not be made within thirty days after the day of fale, in cale of pub-
lic fale, and within three months after the day of purchale, in cafe of
private fale, the depofit, payment and fees, paia and made by the pur-
chafer, fhall be forfeited, and the lands fhall and may, from and after
the day when the payment of one fourth part of the purchafe money
fhould have been made, be difpofed of at private fale, on ;hgfarpe
terms and conditions, and in the fame manner, as the other Iand; di-
refted by this aft to be difpofed of at private fale : Provided, that the
lands which fhall have been fold at public fale, ard which fhall, on aé-

count of fuch failure of payment, revert to the United States, fhall

been offered for the fame at public fale.

VI. If any tra&t fhall not be completely paid for within one ye;ar aftér
the date of the laft payment, the tra& fhall be fold in fuch manner as
fhall be provided by law ; and after paying the balance due to the Uni

ted States, including intereft and expences of fale, the furplus, if any,

fhall be returned t » the original purchafer.
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1 SEc. §. And be it further enadled, Thatall and every the payments to
2 be made by virtue of the preceding fection, fhall be made either to the
g Treafurer of the United States, or to fuch perfon or officer as fhall be
4 appointed “ Receiver of public monies for lands of the United States,
5 fold by virtue of this a&,” at each of the placesrefpeflively where the
6 public and private fales of the faid lands are to be made : And it (hall
7 be theduty of the faid Treafurer and Receiver of public monies to give
8 reccipts for-the monies by them received, to the perfons refpeétively
9 péyfng the fame ; to tranfmit, within thirty days, in cafe of public fale,
10 and quarterly, in cafe of private fale, an account of all the public mo-
11 nies by them received, fpecifying the amount received from each per-
12 fon, and diftinguifhing the fums received for furveying expences, and
13 thofe received for purchafe money, to the Sccreta}y of the Treafury,
14 and to the Superintendants or Regifters of the Land-Office, as the
15 c:afe"‘m'ay be. The faid receivers of public monies fhall, within three
16 months after receiving the fame, tranfmit the monies by them received
17 to the Treafurer of the United States: And the receivers of public
i8 monies for the faid fales, and alfo the receivers of public monies
1g for the fales which have taken place at Pittlburg, under the al
20 intitled “ An a& providing for the fale of the lands ofthe United States,
21 in the Territory North-Weft of the Ohio, and above the mouth of
22 Kentucky river”, fhall receive one per cent on the meney received, as 2
23 compenfation for clerk-hire, receiving, fafe keeping and tranfmitti;lg it
24 to the Treafury of the United States.
1 Sec. 6. And beit further enafted, That it fhall be the duty of the
2 regifters of the land offices, refpeQively, to receive and enter onbooks
3 kept for that purpofe only, and on which no blank leavesor fpace fhalt
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4 be kept between the different entries, the applications of any perfon

% or perlons who may apply fer the purchafe of any half feftion or half

6 fettions, and who fhall pay him the fee hereafter mentioned, and pro-

7 duce a receipt, from the Treafurer of the United States, or from the

8 Receiver of public monies appointed for that purpole, for three dollars

g for each half feftion fuch perfon or perfons may apply for, and for at
10 lealt onc twentieth part of the purchafe money, ftating carefully in
11 each entry the date of the application, the date of the receipt to him
12 produced, the amount of monies {pecified in the faid receipt, and the
13 number of the half feftion, townfhip and range applied for. If two or
14 more perfons fhall apply at the fame time for the fame trat, the Re-
15 gifter fhall immediately determine by lot, in prefence of the parties,
16 which of them fhall have preference. He fhall file the receipt for mo-
17 nies produced by the party, and give him a copy of his entry, and if
18 required, a copy of the defcription of the tra&t, and a copy of the plat
19 of the fame, or either of them; and it fhall be his duty to inform the
20 party applying for any onetratt, whether the fame has already been en-
21 tered, purchafed, or paid for, and at his requeft to give him a copy of
22 the entry, or entries concerning the fame. He fhall three months after
23 the date of each application, if the party fhall ot have within that time
24 produced to him a receipt of the payment of one-fourth part of the
25 purchafe money, including the twenticth part above mentioned, enter
26 under its proper date, in the faid book of entriés, that the paymerit
27 has not been made, and that the land has reverted to the United States,
28 and he fhall make a note of the fame in the margin of the book oppo-
29 fite to the original entry. And if the party fhall, either at the time of

8o making the original entry, or at any time within three months thereafter,
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31 producea receipt to him for the fourta patt f the purchale money,
g2 including the twentieth part aforefaid, he fhall file the receipt, make an
33 entry of the fame under its proper date inthe faid book of entries, make
34 anote of the fame in the margin of the book ‘oppolfite to the original
35 en‘try, and give to the party a certificate, defcribing the land fold, the
36 fum paidworvl account, the balance remaining due, the time when fuch
37 balance became due, and that if it fhall be duly difcharged, the pur~
38 chafer, or his affignee, or otherlegal reprefentative, fhall be entitled to
39 a patent for the faidlands. He fhall aH'o, upon any fubfequent payment
40 being made, and a receipt from the receiver being produced to him,
41 file the original receipt, givc a receipt for the fame to the party, and
43 edterrthe fame to the credit of the party in a book kept for that pur-
43 pole, in which he fhall open an account in the name of each purchafer,
44 for each half fe&xon that may be {old either at public or pnvate fale,
45 and in whxch he fhall charge “the party for the whole purchafe money
46 and give him crcdnt for all his payments, making the proper charges
47 and allowances for intereft or difcount as the cafe may be, according to
48 the proviﬁons‘ of the fourth feftion of this a&, and upon the payment
4g being completed, and the account finally fettled, fxe fhall give a certifi-
50 cate of the fame to the party : Andon prdducing to the Secretary of
51 the Treafury the fame ﬁdnal certificate, the Prefident of the United
52 States is hereby authorifed, to grant a patent for the lands to the faid
53 purchafef; his heirs or aﬂigns. And all pdtents fhall be counterfigned
54 by the Secretary of State, and recorded in his office.

I Sr.c 7. And be it further enafled, That the Reglﬁers of the Land

2 Offices refpe&wely, fhall alfo note on the book of furveys, or ongmaX

3 plat, tranfmitted to them, every trat which may be fold by inferting the
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4 letter A on the day when the farﬁe is applied for, and theletter P on (e
5 day when a receipt for one fourth part of the purchafe money is pro_.-
6 duced to them, and by croffing the faid letter A on the day when the
7 land fhall revert to the United States, on failure of the payment of one
8 fourth part of the purchafe money within three months after the date of
.9 application.  And.the faid book of furveys or original plat, fhall be
10-open at-all times, - in-prefence of the regifter for the infpeion of any in-
r1- dividual applying for the fame, and paying the proper fec.
1 Sgc. 8. And-beit further énalled, That it fhall be the duty of the Re-
2 gilters of the Land-Offices,. to tranfmit quarterly to the Sccret;ry of the
.3 Treafury, and to the furveyor-general an account of the feveral trafls
4-applied for, of the feveral trafls for which the payment of one fourth
&5 part of the purchafe money . has been made, . of the fzveral tras which
6 havereverted to the United States on failure of the faid payment, and
;7 allo an account of all the payments of monies by them enteréd, accor-
‘8 ding to the receipts produced to them, fpecifying the. fums ‘of, money,
g the names of the perfons paying the fame, the. names of 'the officers wl;q
10 havereceived the fame, and the trafls for which the fame have been
1 paid. o
I Sec. 9. And be it further enadled, That the regifters aforefaid fhall
2 be precluded from entering on their books any application for lénds in
3 their ownname and in the name of any other perfon in truft for them;
4 and if any regifter thall wifh to purchafe any tra& of land he may do it,
5 by application in writing to the furveyor general, who fhall enter the
6 fame on books.kept for that.purpofe by him, and who {hall proceed in
7 refpett to fuch applications and to any payments made for the fame in

8 the fame manner which th‘earzgiﬁcrs by thisatt are direéted to follow in
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9 refpe€tto applications mad,e to them for lands by other perfons. The
10 regifters thall neverthelefs note on the book of furveys, or original plat,
11 the applications and payments thus by them made, and their right to the
12 preemption of any half fetion fhall bear date from the day when their
13 application for the fame fhall have been entered by the furveyor genc-
14 ral in his own book. And if any perfon applying for any half (c&ion, fhall,
15 notwithftanding he fhall have received information from the regifter
16 that the fame has already been applied for by the faid regifter, or by any
17 other perfon, infift to make the application, it fhall be the duty of the
18 regifter to enterthe fame, noting in the margin that the famc half fe@ion
19 is already purchafed ; but upon application of the party made in writing,
20 and which he fhall file, he may, and fhall, at any future time, enter
21 under its proper date, that the party withdraws his former applicatios,
22 and applies in lieu thereof for'any other tra& : Provided always, That
23 the party fhall never be allowed thus to withdraw his former application,
24 and to apply in lieu therefore for another tracl, except whea the half
25 fetion defcribed in his former application fhall have been applied for
26 previous to the date of that his former apphication. ’ |

1 Skc. 10. And beit further enatled, That the Secretary of t‘hc Trea-

2 fury thall, and may prefcribe fuch further regulations in the manner

3 of keeping books and accounts by the feveral officers, in this 2 men-

4 tioned, as to him may appear neoelr;:ry and proper, in order fuslly to

5 carry into effef the provifiens of this at.

1 Sec. 11, And be it Surther enadled, That the Regifbers of the land

2 offices refpetively, fhall be entitled to receive from the Treafury of

3 the United States, one half per cent on all the monies expreffed in the

4 receipts by them filed and entered, and of which they thall have tranf~
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5 mitted an account t0 the Secretary of the Treafury as direfed by this

6 a&t; and thcy' fhall further be entitled to receive for their own ufe, from

7 the refpeétive parties, the following fees for fervices rendered ; that is to

8 fay, for cvcfy original application for land and copy of the fame, two

9
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dollars ; for every certificate ﬁting that the firft fourth part of the pur-
chafe money is paid, fifty cents; for every {fubfequent receipt for mo-
nies paid, twenty-fivecents; for the final fettlement of account and
giving the final certificate of the fame, one dollar; for every copy either
of an application, or of the defcription of any half feGion, or of the
platof the fame, or of any entry made on their books, or of any certi-
ficate heretofore given by them, twenty-five cents for each; and for any
general infpe€tion of the book of furveys or general plat made in their
prelence, fifty cents,

Sec. 12. And be i furthey enaed, That the fuperintendants of the
public fales, to be made by virtue of this a&, and the fuperintendants of
the fales which have taken place by virtue of the a&,entitled % An a&t
providing for the fale of the lands of the United States in the territory
north-weft of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky river”,
fhall receive five dollars a day for every day whilft engaged in that bu-
finefs, and the accounting officers of the Trealury, are hereby au-
thorized to allow a reafonable compenfation for books, ftationery and
clerk-bire in fettling the accounts of the faid fuperintendants.

Skc. 13. And be it furiher enaded, That the fee to be paid for each
patent for half a fetion, fhall be four dollars, to be accounted for by
the receiver of the fame.

Sec. 14.  dud be i funmther pugficd, What ahe dangds of the United

States referved for future difpofition may be let upon leafes, by the
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'3 Surveyor General, in half fé&ions, for terms not exceeding feven years,
‘4 on condition of making fuch improvements as he fhal] deem reafonable-
I Skc. 15, And be it further enadled, That fo much of the “ag providing
‘2 for the fale of the lands of the United States in the Territory North-
'3 Weft of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky river”, as

<4~ comes within the purview of this aét be.and the fame is hereby repealed.



